
   

 
Algebra 3 Syllabus 

Ms. Miller 
 

There are three objectives of this class: 

• Prepare students for College Algebra 

• Explore Algebra 2 topics in more depth and detail 

• Learn problem-solving techniques 
 
Preparation for College Algebra 
College Algebra is a course that usually covers both years of Algebra as well as some 
trigonometry.  Our textbook for this class is an actual college Algebra textbook.  If you do well 
in this class, you should be confident of that experience transferring into college. 
 
Explore Algebra 2 Topics 
There is more to Algebra than the TAKS test.  We will be exploring some topics that, because 
of TAKS, have either been dropped from the Algebra 2 curriculum or have had to be treated 
only superficially.  By doing this, we want to bridge the gap between Algebra 2 and 
Precalculus.   
 
Problem-Solving Techniques 
Almost anyone can solve a problem if someone tells them how to do so.  Unfortunately, most 
problems, whether in math, science, or in real-life, do not come with set-up instructions.  
While there are some basic problem-solving techniques that we will be learning, the best way 
to learn to solve problems is to solve problems.   
 
Supplies 
Please bring to every class: 

•  Pencil and eraser   •  Calculator  

•  Ring binder   •  Notebook paper or spiral 
 
Failure to bring the required supplies to class can lower your class participation grade.   
 
Grades 
Your grade in this class will be based on the following: 
10% Class Participation 
50% Quizzes 
15% Problem Sets/Projects 
25% Test 
 

• You may notice that “Homework” is not on this list.  In this class, as in many college 
courses, your homework will not be graded.  Your homework assignments will include 
five to eight problems which I will grade on a “completion” basis.  At the end of the six 
weeks, I will add 2 points to your six weeks average for every homework you complete.  I 
will not give credit for late work. 



   

• Each objective will be quizzed and graded on a 4-point scale.  If you do not make a 4 on a 
objective the first time it is tested, you will have two more opportunities during class to 
retake the objective to improve your grade.  If you still have not made a 4, you may make 
an appointment with me to retake the objective again outside of class (limit one per day). 

•  “Problem Sets” will be assigned in addition to your regular homework.  We will begin 
working on these as a class or in groups, but you will be responsible for finalizing them 
and writing them up to be turned in.   

• There will be one test per six weeks.    

• If you are absent, you are still responsible for learning the material that you missed.   
 
Class Rules 

• Treat each person and his or her 
property with respect. 

• Do what I ask you to do when I ask 
you to do it. 

 

• Do not talk when I am talking. 

• No personal grooming. 

• No throwing. 
 

Textbook:  College Algebra & Trigonometry (4th Edition) by Lial, Hornsby, and Schneider 
 Once I issue you your textbook, you are responsible for this textbook and its condition.  
Please be aware that this book is more expensive than school textbooks usually are, and if you 
have to replace it, it will cost around $99.  You will not receive your diploma (or be allowed to 
walk the stage) if you have any fines against you.  
 
Class Website 
 I have a website at http://mathblog.wordpress.com.  I will post the PowerPoint notes there 
as well as the class assignments and solutions.  I will not be printing out notes as a general 
rule, but you are welcome to print out the PowerPoint for your use.   
 
 My goal is for this class to be a challenging, interesting course that will prepare you for 
whatever you choose to do in your education.  How well this works for you will depend on 
the amount of effort you are willing to put forth, but I will help you in any way that I can. 
 
Sandra Miller 
smiller5@aisd.net 


